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Purpose: The present study aimed to identify and prioritize the factors influencing the
development of entrepreneurial passion among entrepreneurship students—emphasizing
the role of self-efficacy—at the Faculty of Management and Economics of the
University of Sistan and Baluchestan. Method:This applied and exploratory research
was conducted using a mixed-methods (qualitative—quantitative) approach during 2024—
2025. In the qualitative phase, influential factors were extracted through a review of the
literature and interviews with experts. In the quantitative phase, the identified factors
were refined and categorized using expert evaluation and the Fuzzy Delphi method.
Subsequently, the factors were prioritized through pairwise comparison questionnaires
and the application of fuzzy multi-criteria decision-making techniques. Findings:The
results revealed that the factors influencing students’ entrepreneurial passion fall into
four categories: educational, individual, social, and environmental. Among these,
academic training emerged as the most important educational factor; entrepreneurial
mindset was identified as the most significant individual factor; recognition of
environmental opportunities and supporting infrastructure had the greatest impact
among environmental factors; and cultural beliefs and cultural infrastructure were the
most influential social factors. Conclusion:The findings indicate that strengthening
entrepreneurial passion among students requires attention to a coherent set of
educational, individual, social, and environmental variables. These results offer valuable
insights for educational policymakers and university planners seeking to enhance
entrepreneurial passion and promote innovative and economic activities within
academic environments.
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