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This study was conducted with the aim of investigating the effect of
economic inequality on the cognitive performance, emotional performance,
and political behavior of students at the University of Sistan and
Baluchestan, using a descriptive-analytical method. The statistical
population of the study consisted of 378 male and female students of the
University of Sistan and Baluchestan during the 2024-2025 academic year.
A sample of 378 individuals was selected from this population using
stratified random sampling. Data were collected using the Stroop Test
(Stroop, 1935), the Economic Inequality Questionnaire (Mirmoradszehi,
2025), the Affective Control Scale (ACS), and the A.J. Dubrin Political
Behavior Questionnaire (1987). For data analysis, multiple regression
analysis was performed using SPSS software (version 2025). Given the
constancy of the predictor variables in the regression, the normality of the
criterion variables (cognitive performance, emotional performance, and
political behavior) was assessed using skewness and kurtosis indices. The
results indicated that all values fell within the acceptable range (-2 to +2).
Consequently, the findings demonstrated that economic inequality has a
significant negative impact on the level of both cognitive and emotional
performance components, as well as on the political behavior of students at
the University of Sistan and Baluchestan. These effects are primarily
mediated through mechanisms such as chronic stress, perceptions of
relative deprivation and injustice, reduced access to resources, and
diminished motivation and trust.
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